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Welcome & Session Overview

• Introduction

• Susi Moser (Susanne Moser Research & 
Consulting, Stanford University)

• Panelists’ presentations
• Jessica Grannis (Gerogetown Climate Center)

• Josh Brock (Renovate America)

• Shalini Vajjhala (re:focus partners)

• Q&A with panelists

• Broader discussion

5 min

45 min

25 min
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Climate change risk or vulnerability
assessment

Adaptation/preparedness planning

Community engagement on adaptation

Implementation of adaptation actions

Monitoring and evaluation

Did You Spend Money on Adaptation-
related Activities Over the Past 3 Years?

Yes No Don't Know

Source: Preliminary results, 2016 Coastal Adaptation Needs Assessment (Moser, Finzi Hart, Mann, Griffman et al., 2016)



0.0 20.0 40.0 60.0 80.0 100.0 120.0

Unclear how climate change relates to my job

Science is too uncertain

Internal disagreements on importance of climate change

Lack of access to relevant information and data

Unclear what adaptation options are available

Legal pressures to maintain status quo

Opposition from stakeholder groups

Lack of leadership within my organization

No legal mandate

Lack of tech. assistance from state/fed. agencies

Magnitude of problem is too overwhelming to address

Lack of coordination

Lack of public demand for adaptation

Lack of social acceptability of adaptation strategies

Lack of leadership from elected officials

Lack of funding to prepare an adaptation plan

Current pressing issues are all-consuming

Insufficient staff resources

Lack of funding to implement adaptation

Severity of Barriers to Adaptation in 2016
(by percent of respondents/barrier)

Big hurdle Small hurdle Not a hurdle
Source: Preliminary results, 2016 Coastal Adaptation Needs Assessment (Moser, Finzi Hart, Mann, Griffman et al., 2016)



Outlook: Funding Needs Are Only Growing

• Preliminary CANA survey results:

Expressed financial needs over next 5 years are ~2 orders of 
magnitude larger compared to spending over past 3 years



Want to learn more and get involved?
As part of California’s Fourth Climate Assessment

Joint research project on financial 
barriers with ICF and LGC

CA coastal adaptation needs 
assessment with USC, USGS, others

For more information, contact: Susi Moser, Ph.D.; email: promundi@susannemoser.com

The 2016 
California

Coastal Adaptation Needs 
Assessment

(preliminary results)

mailto:promundi@susannemoser.com


People with Answers: Our Panelists…


