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Cape Town’s Biodiversity 
Our unique natural heritage 
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Facts about the Cape Floristic Kingdom (CFK) 

• The CFK is the richest of all Floral Kingdoms in terms of Species per area (9000 
species) 

 

•  Two-thirds of the plants found in the CFK are endemic 
 

•  The CFK has been declared a World Heritage Site 
 

•  Identified by Conservation International as one of the worlds 30 critical 

biological hotspots. 
 

•  Prediction is that Fynbos is very vulnerable to climate change 
 

•  Habitat transformation remains the main threat to Fynbos biodiversity 
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CITY OF CAPE TOWN FACTS 

-  2460 km2 in extent 

- 19 Vegetation types in the City of Cape Town 

- 11 are Critically Endangered 

- 6 endemic vegetation types! 

- 3250 plant species in CCT (30% of the species in the Fynbos Biome in less 

 than 3% of the area) 

- 13 extinct plant species 

- 319 threatened with extinction; Cape Town covers only 0.1% of SA but has 

 18% of SA’s Red List species. 
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Conservation Stewardship: 

In 2010 Table Mountain Fund (TMF) funded a project to test the tool of 

conservation stewardship in the City of Cape Town. As a result City appointed 

two permanent staff members. 

 

During the past two years, 64 properties were visited (potential = 6 000ha) for  

Stewardship, 9 signed up (293ha) and another 9 (442 ha) are in advanced  

negotiations. 

  

Incentives for land owners: 
• Alien Clearing 
• Fire management 

• Management Plans annual reviews 
• Property rates rebates 
• Small infrastructure i.e. fencing etc.  
• General professional advice 
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•Cape Flats Dune Strandveld (EN) 

•Atlantis Sand Fynbos (CR) 

•High concentration of threatened 

plant species. 

 

Total of 906 ha natural veg 

 

Council in May 2013 approved the 

Atlantis Industrial Incentive Scheme – 

ERMD to provide a land bank 

 

Way forward: 
- Meet targets outside urban edge 

-Ratio 1:1 

-DEA&DP and Cape Nature are in 

support 

The vegetation remnants 

in Atlantis comprise of: 
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Thank You 

For queries contact (bongani.mnisi@capetown.gov.za) 


